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After the storm of the century rips apart New Orleans, sixteen-year-old Adele Le Moyne and her
father are among the first to return. Adele wants nothing more than to resume her normal life, but
with the silent city resembling a war zone, a parish-wide curfew, and mysterious new faces
lurking in the abandoned French Quarter, normal needs a new definition.Strange events—even
for New Orleans—lead Adele to an attic that has been sealed for three hundred years. The
chaos she accidentally unleashes threatens not only her but also everyone she knows.Caught in
a hurricane of myths and monsters, Adele must untangle a web of magic that weaves the
climbing murder rate back to her own ancestors. But who can you trust in a city where everyone
has secrets and keeping them can mean life or death? Unless…you’re immortal.

About the Author(born October 24, 1932 in Salt Lake City, Utah) is the author of the best-selling
book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People. Other books he has written include First
Things First, Principle-Centered Leadership, and The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Families.
In 2004, Covey released The 8th Habit. In 2008, Covey released The Leader In Me—How
Schools and Parents Around the World Are Inspiring Greatness, One Child at a Time. He is a
professor at the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business at Utah State University.https://
www.stephencovey.com/
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Belle, “One of the best series I’ve read. I thank the person that recommended this book to me
every day. I cant get enough and the deeper I got into the actual plot the more addicted to the
writing style I became. Recommend to people who like fantasy/paranormal/magic vibes in a
contemporary setting!”

Sheri S., “A Wonderful Experience!. And I do mean experience. Alys Arden's The Casquette
Girls is a fabulous creation. I loved so much about it that I just read it again. I loved the inventive
story. I adored the characters—which includes NOLA. She charmingly details the angst and
struggles of being youthful or the new one in a group—especially if you are young. So much was
so moving—the effects of the Storm, love, longing and loss.I won't say much about the story—
which I absolutely loved, but rather want to characterize aspects of Arden's work including her
wonderful writing.For example, there was a lot of wonderful dry humor through-out—lines like
this delighted me: "I considered mentioning my new Sacred Heart status [school] in hopes that
knowing someone as lowly as me would be attending her school might cause her head to
explode, thus ending the conversation…" And, "Once we made it through the parlor of
leeches…" And, "You’ll have my daughter and my car. I have everything to worry about.”She is
cultural and literary: “In the words of the great Monsieur Baudelaire, ‘The finest trick of the devil
is to persuade you that he does not exist.’”Her work is colorful—the principal characters are
marvelous creations and then there are the side dishes, many with exuberant and wonderful
personalities.NOLA and post-math of the Storm itself are personalities, her descriptions of life
after the Storm so poignant and moving—" Tears welled as I looked around. Every single thing
the Joneses owned had been destroyed. The furniture was scattered upside down, chunks of
drywall vomited from the walls, and the fan hung dangerously low from the living room ceiling.
Nearly the entire ground level had been submerged." And, "Most had dried into crisp leaves,
while others had pulped into giant lumps of papiermâché. Most of the melodies and lyrics had
washed away from the papers, but I hoped they were still stuck in the head of Alphonse Jones
and not lost forever." And often tales of the aftermath are told with her characteristic humor too.
We really feel so much of what trying to endure this was like through Arden's brilliance and
touches both dramatic and quotidian.There are philosophical considerations: "The world needs
more boundary pushers, not more boundary creators.” And, “Sometimes, being an artist is about
forgetting the constructs society has been instilling in you since birth.” And even greater than
these, what do you do or sacrifice for the greater good. What is the most right of two choices?
And what to do when you must make a choice and neither of them are?She is wonderfully
introspective: "It must be how people felt when they found God—processing everything after that
moment in a brand new way."And I so appreciated the brilliance of her writing. Moments and
lines like this—"By some miracle the house was still standing, but it appeared so fragile that the
weight of a resting bird might cause the whole thing to collapse." A lovely piece of writing on its



own, but then we get to experience in a very significant way how weighty even a resting bird
might be.I thrill to lines like this: "A mild undercurrent of energy flowed through my body: a
subdued state of electricity, as if I’d been continually licking a battery."And this: "Happiness
overwhelmed me as I searched for the line where the real stars ended and their reflections on
the black waves began.""Isaac had this way of making everything he touched beautiful."I
suspect that Alys Arden has this way of making everything she touches wonderful in so very
many ways.”

Jacqueline Pynaert, “Literally unputdownable. Passion. Intrigue. History. Romance. And VAMPS!. 
So, the first thing I always go for is great writing, followed by engaging characters, followed by
amazing storytelling. Stop there. This book has it all. Seriously. 1. Knock you off your feet prose: I
love it when the author uses creative movement and gestures that enrich and inform readers
about the character, instead of just says/said, DON'T YOU! (Sign of a professional.) 2.
Immensely identifiable characters: Adele is not only someone you empathize with, but find
yourself rooting for RIGHT from page one. The rest of the cast of characters are richly drawn and
layered, and in your face. LOVE THAT. I especially loved Ren. He is so unique and full of life. The
best part of the book for me, was how the author dived into the historical part by including the
journal entries of the ancestor, Adeline. OMG, these were not only deliciously written, but so
exciting. So much danger and intrigue, it just oozed off the page. And then there were the
Vamps. May I just say, these were portrayed in the most tantalizing, mysterious fashion. I loved
how the author offered them to us in a slow but meaningful and totally believable way. And then
there's Isaac, the mystery man, the chameleon--the daring, dashing young man with the hidden
motive. (I think!) Warning: There was a love triangle, but it was so well scripted, it didn't bother
me. Normally, those are a deal breaker for me. (Full disclosure: I'm an Isaac fan.) 3. A unique
and mysterious setting: The description of the aftermath storm is both visceral and gut
wrenching, and through the eyes of Adele it becomes even more intense. I felt as though I were
sitting right next to her driving through the flooded and demolished streets of New Orleans.
(Another reason to read this book. New Orleans itself. So cool. So rich in history and voodoo and
stuff. Wow.) 4. The writing style: There is an eerie haunting quality to this author's writing which I
LOVE. I can't explain it, but it weaves luxuriously throughout the book, in her choice of words and
how she uses turns of phrase. It adds a whole new dimension to the book, while not bogging
down the reader, making it a unique page-turning, throat grabber of a story. Very cool. It also sets
the mood, tone, and adds a richness to the culture of the magic-twisted, blood-thirsty story she
spins. I particularly was intrigued by the use of Urban Legends, native to the New Orleans
region. Very cool addition. 5. The plot: The author kept her readers guessing, offering more
twists and turns, thrills and surprises, than a well-constructed roller coaster. Seriously. There
were times I read well on through scheduled events (like um... making supper) as I was so
engrossed in the storyline that time just slipped away on me. To sum up. There is passion,
excitement, history, romance...and all offered to the reader in an excellent voice! Something I



long for and enjoy immensely when reading a book. If the voice doesn't grab me, I'm out. Thus, I
could not put this one down. It was literally unputdownable. (The biggest compliment I can give a
book.) I highly recommend this one if you love dark and creepy, or romance and vamps.
(Presented in a new modern way.) It is high on my list as a new series. I can't imagine how much
more this author can pull off in this series, as it is already jam packed, but I must say, I CAN'T
wait for book two. Terrific read with terrific characters.”

darkestmuse, “Refreshing, very enjoyable read. I was not expecting to love this book as much as
I did. I am not a young adult, so only dip into the YA genre when I happen across a book that
genuinely piques my interest. So far there are only a handful of YA books that I have truly
enjoyed; ones that don't fall into stereotypical tropes; poor writing skill; one dimensional
characters; unsatisfying plots. Not to mention the awful angst and horribly written teenage love
triangles, which for some reason seem more particular to YA genre that involves fantasy / the
supernatural (vampires, werewolves, magic). Even more sadly, I have always found that many
YA books in this genre contain exceedingly irritating, disappointing female characters.Now that
I've finished generally bashing most of the YA genre, I am very happy to say that this book
manages to limit the worst of those things. At times some of the dialogue and plot twists do stray
into the territory of stereotypical YA tropes; but I feel they can be forgiven for the superb story
background, scenery and good writing. There is a love triangle and Adele isn't too irritating,
despite being 16 (and caught up in a love triangle with good looking guys on every corner).There
is a well-thought out and immersive plot to the story, which is able to weave the dreaded love
triangle in without it feeling like it completely overwhelms everything else. This, along with some
beautifully written scenes depicting a storm-ravaged New Orleans cityscape, makes the triangle
feel a little more genuine as opposed to a situation contrived for the sake of writing about lustful
teenage romance. I'm still not a fan of the "vampire / teenage girl / human" love triangle but I
found this one just about bearable, thanks to the overall enjoyment that the story brings.The
book is loaded with visually stunning landscapes, a dramatic sense of history and fascinating
mythology of New Orleans (the story around the Ursuline nuns chaperoning the "casquette girls"
is itself said to be a myth). I found myself wanting to look places up on the internet to get a better
idea of the wonderfully described architecture and cultures - the author has done a superb job of
conveying a sense of the culture and life within the city.The narrative switches between Adele's
present and an ancestor of her past, with wonderful accounts of a bygone time. The author
binds these together well and the story retains a good flow. I was impressed with how well the
author writes for this type of genre and story (as someone who relishes the likes of Robin Hobb
and Anne Rice, I am not easy to please).There were a few things that could be improved, but I'm
not going to overly criticise its faults, given how it exceeded my expectations in the first place (YA
supernatural genre, remember?). I'm happy to make allowances for some faults in a book if it
keeps me sufficiently interested to finish it.This is a decent story full of character, atmosphere,
mystery, history, tension and excitement. The characters were all interesting in their different



ways (except the vampire love interest, who was a little stereotypical and the most dull). I
enjoyed the sheer diversity of personalities that I was introduced to - this is definitely one of the
author's strengths, the skill for bringing to life a great selection of characters, who all have (or
grow to have) decently and sufficiently established relationships with Adele.Clearly, I was not
expecting to like this much, let alone love it. I read it in a couple of days and I couldn't put it
down. I am certainly left wanting more. It's refreshing to read something from the YA genre,
particularly with a supernatural theme, that was genuinely this enjoyable. I am looking forward to
reading the next one!”

lindseyclarke, “An alluring read!. Set in a hurricane-aftermath New Orleans (although Alys is
keen to emphasis this is not based on Katrina) Adele Le Moyne is on her way home following a
mandatory evacuation when the storms hit, having spent the past two months in Paris with her
difficult, distant mother and she's not quite sure what she's going back to.Adele and her father
move back into their storm-battered family home and set about trying to get the house into some
kind of order and re-establish their lives in a devastated city, where dangers seem to lurk
dangerously in the shadows. Since the storm, crime within the city has increased and the death
rate is steadily increasing as bodies start turning up - deaths that might not have been results of
the hurricane and in fact, caused by something even more sinister than the evil storm.Soon,
Adele learns that these mysterious deaths are not the only strange things happening when odd,
supernatural events start occurring around her in particular; which lead her to discover that she
is part of something much bigger than the storm and its something that started with one of her
ancestors Adeline, back in 18th century Paris.With vivid historical flashbacks via Adeline's diary
letters to her father, Alys successfully weaves an intoxicating mix of old with new, and gives the
reader a stunning backdrop to understanding just who Adele is and why she is suddenly caught
up in this edge-of-your-seat mystery of witchcraft, vampires and shape-shifters.Being a Brit, I'm
always a little bit in love with any novel set in a place where it's highly likely I will never go and
when novels are set in New Orleans, it's fair to say I'm reeled in rather easily - which is why TCG
reminded me a little of Anne Rice's The Vampire Chronicles as it took me back to a world I
hadn't read about since I'd dallied with Lestat and Louis. What's even more alluring about TCG is
that Alys is a master at painting beautiful pictures with her words; her descriptive abilities are
second to none and despite never having visited New Orleans in my life, I almost felt I had seen
it for myself, so detailed is Alys' depiction of the city.With so many vibrant and mysterious
characters pouring out of every page, you will have a hard job working out which one you love
the most and lets not even get on to the battle between Isaac and Nicco.Five out of five, Alys!!!”

Hellvis, “A must read for lovers of the paranomal genre. The Casquette Girls is one of those
books that you simply cannot put down as you have to find out what comes next, and from the
get-go there is an underlying sense of tension and unease which keeps you on your toes
throughout.Narrated by Adele LeMoyne, she and her father return to an almost dystopian post-



Storm New Orleans. Crime is through the roof, looters and vagrants run rampant, and a
mandatory curfew has been announced. As they struggle to rebuild their home and their lives,
Adele is plagued by strange occurrences which she doesn't understand until she stumbles
across the journal of one of her ancestors, revealing that she is tied to the city of New Orleans in
more ways than one.As she uncovers the tale of 'le filles a la cassette' - the casket girls - Adele
learns that her friends are not all who (or what) she thought they were...The Casquette Girls
takes the rich history of New Orleans and the French Quarter and wraps it seamlessly with
factual events (like the Vatican's involvement in sealing up the Ursuline's Convent attic) and
disturbing urban legends which makes the story seem so much more real than your average
fiction - I think that is part of the thrall - it could actually be true. This, in conjunction with the
Author's vividly descriptive flair has you experiencing everything the book has to offer through
Adele's eyes as it unfolds.”

Zeena G, “No sparkly vampires in sight!. The Casquette Girls is not your ordinary teen
paranormal romance story. The main character, Adele, is not your typical YA character. She is far
more complex than that. Yes, she acts childish at times and is ruled by her hormones, but there
are more layers to her, and she is a character that uses her head. It's probably why I found the
ending quite unexpected - because it didn't end in the way you would expect a YA novel to end -
but it felt right because it fit Adele's character perfectly.The book started off a little slow and took
a while to reveal the main plot, but during that time it painted a hauntingly beautiful picture of a
post-storm New Orleans that just made me fall in love with it. I could actually see myself walking
down the streets Adele called home and feel her pain as she witnessed the destruction.The
other thing I didn't expect were the nature of the vampires. After Twilight, the YA paranormal
genre has been inundated with 'tame' vampires that fall in love with the main female character
who's too stupid to run away. Not in The Casquette Girls. While there are a few romances
springing up, and a lot of confused feelings, Adele never forgets who it is she is dealing with.
These vampires are anything but tame, and are probably more terrifying because they pretend
to be nice to get what they want. Bram Stoker would have been proud of these vampires.Then
there are the mysteries. Just when you think you have it all figured out, you realise you have
barely scratched the surface and there is another mystery to uncover. The final mystery - the big
one - was able to retain its secrets right till the very end. I usually pride myself in being able to
guess the outcome of a story. I am happy to say that I couldn't guess this one at all. It made for
an interesting and unique reading experience for me.If you want to read a YA paranormal
romance without any sparkly vampires in sight, this book is a must. You won't be disappointed.”

Hexe, “A wonderful book, one I'd recommend to friends and I'm .... This book deserves nothing
less than 5 stars!Adele and her father arrive back home in New Orleans, post storm, to rebuild
their lives and get back to some normalcy. But New Orleans will never be the same again.
Mysterious murders plague the city, long lost secrets come to the surface, and unlikely



friendships are forged.This story draws inspiration from the tale of the original casket girls,
brought over from France to Louisiana to be married, but with a supernatural twist.This tale has
magic at the heart of it, combining supernatural elements with Southern gothic romance, with a
strong female lead character who has to do a lot of growing up in a short space of time, echoing
many of the same questions, fears and doubts I had at that age. Adele's character is so well
written that I (and I'm sure many other readers) could strongly relate to.The author describes
New Orleans with such depth and passion that it's apparent how much she loves the city, and as
a reader it makes me long to visit there one day.A wonderful book, one I'd recommend to friends
and I'm eagerly anticipating the next installment :)”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 736 people have provided feedback.
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